Summer 1975 11 The field burning in the fall produces a great deal of smoke, and soot, that many of the people in the metropolitan area find increasingly annoying and obnoxious. If concern for environmental protection can stimulate research to answer these questions, then perhaps all of the controversy over burning versus not burning our grass fields will have been worthwhile.
Robert F. Mitchell
"It is the vastness of the undertaking that renders interesting to the country the plans of the soil scientist."
That could be a comment about an ambitious undertaking now being launched in the State of Washington. But it isn't-it's what U. S. Congressman Mahon of Pennsylvania said back in 1901 about a proposal to make a soil survey of the entire United States. Since then more than 50% of the U. S. has been surveyed-including 60% of Washington State. Now the USDA-Soil Conservation Service and the State.Department of Natural Resources have signed a cooperative agreement that will complete the soil survey of all private land in Washington in a few years. The agreement followed designation by the Legislature of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to design and implement a grading program of all privatelyowned forest land in the state. The grading, which is to provide a fair and equitable basis for taxation of some 9 million acres of forest land, is to be completed by July 1, 1980.
Washington State University provided the services of Professor Raymond A. Gilkeson as technical consultant early in the program. A 12-member advisory committee representing small landowners, large timber companies, and federal and state agencies was established to advise the DNR staff on procedures for grading based on potential productivity, accessibility, and topography. The committee concluded that the objectives could be reached only by a detailed soil survey. Various task forces have been formed, including training, research, cartography and data reporting, correlation, and site and yield tables. Recommendations from all of them have been accepted by DNR. Public hearings will be held throughout the state to explain the program.
Twelve project areas have been established. Field work by SCS soil scientists is underway in several. SCS field crews in some areas will be supplemented by DNR personnel and in two places, Goldendale (Klickitat and Skamania Counties) and Ellensburg (Kittitas and Yakima Counties), the crews will be made up entirely of DNR personnel. Other locations where work is underway now are Colville (Stevens and Pend Oreille Counties), Chehalis (Lewis and Wahkiakum Counties), Puyallup (Pierce County), and
